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ORATION, &

Mot Worflipful Grand Mafler, and Bretbren all,

HERE never was a {tranger paradox advanced, than

£ that, which the gloomy phifofapher of Malmefbury hath
laboured to fupport, againlt the Sociability of Man.

Every fecling of the human heart,—every trait in the human
charalier,—cvery line in the biftory of civilized nature, ferves

to explode the 1dea; and to convince us, ¢ That Man 1s a being
« formed for fociety, and deriving from thence his higheft felicity
« and glory *.” Nay, indeed, the Abiflory of mankind might

well

* The ingenious and cxcellent Abbé Reynall, in his admirable ¢ Hiftory of
the pelitical and commercial State of the Laft and Weft Indies,” fpeaks thus on
the fubject of Sociability. ¢ Society naturally refults from population, and go-
¢+ yernment is a patt of the focial ftate. From confidering the few wants that
¢ men have, in proportion to the refources which nature affords them; the littde
¢t affiltancc and happinels they find in the civil ftate, in compari{on of the pains
¢¢ and cvils they accumulate in it; their inflin& for independence and liberty,
<« common to them with all other living beings, together with a number of
¢« reafons drawn from their natural conflrution; from confidering all thefe

¢¢ things, 1t has becn doubted, whether fociability was fo natural to mankind
¢¢ as it has gencrally been thought to be,

“ But, on the other hand, the helpleflnels and duration of man’s infancy;
‘< the nakednefs of his body, not covered either with hair or feathers; the ten-

B ce dcncy
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ol oo oo Ldered as ¢ the /s glvry of focral It s perpctual]) and
onvarnbiv tenarr 2more and more to perfction,”
iti- ot to be aenoted, taat the miyhry Matter-hand, which
much i created from the dutt of the earth the
mtooitante of ity could, with equal cafe, have created
tovijurds of the {ame fpectes, and have civen them all the means
and advantages of perfedt civilization.—But He thouzht good
to create fis only, with an evident purpofe to o graducl po-
pulotisz oi the earth which he had formed; and to a gradual
ad cancencit of thole improvements, for wlmh He wifely fitted

the homean mind; and in which He as \vlfc]y determined (o

]

eep that mind contmua]]y accupred.

b

“* dency of his mind to perfedtion, the neccflary confequence of the Iength of
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his hile; maternal fondnels, which is increafed by carcs and fatigues ; which,
after 1t hzs carried the child 1n the womb for nine months, fuckles it, and
bears 1t 1n its arms for whole years; the reciprocal attachment arifing from

this habit between two beings that relieve and carels each cther; the nu-
merous marks of intercourle in an organization, that adds to the accents of
the voice, common to {o many animals, the languaceof the finners, and of
gt:ﬂures that arc pacudar to the human race; natural cevents, which in a
hundred dificrent ways may brinzy together, or re unite wandering and free

individuals ; 2ccidents and unforefeen wants, which oblice them to meet for
the purpofes of huntinz, fithing, oreven of defence 5 in a word, the example

of fo many creaturcs that live in herds, fuch as amphibious animals and fea-
monfters, flizhts of crancs and other birds, even 1nfeds that are found in

columns and in fwarms :— Al thefe falls and reafonings feem to prove, that
mzn by his nature tends to fociability, and thae he reaches that end fo much

the mosc {peedily, as he cannot populate much under the torrid zone, with-

out being collelted into wandering or (edeniary tribes; nor fpread himfelf

much uzder the other zone s, without aﬂ'ucmtmn* with his fellow creatures,
tur the prey and the fpoils which the wants of food and clothing require,”

Vol. iv, p. 397. Englith Tranflation,

Hence,
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[ience, we perecive, that from this fertile and unexhaufted
ftorchoufe of human intellipence and invention, arts, fciences,
and culture of every kind have procceded, with gradual
progrefs; and Man,—pcculiarly diftinguithed as he is from
the whole animal creation, by his boundlefs capability of in-
vention and improvement—Man hath fhill gone on to cultivate
and adorn focial life: and te beautify and blefs that life with
all which Utility could alk ; which Reafon could approve ; nay,
or even the luxuriance of Faucy itfelf, with charmed eyes,
could delight in and admire!

Immortality and glory crown the men—thole truly great and
diltinguifhed worthies, who have nobly added to the advance-
ment of buman bappinefs, by the advancement of crvilizatiom !
—who, by the invention or improvement of arts and fciences,—
of religion and laws, by luman or civil culture,—have been

infiramental to exalt the dignity, and to enlarge the comforts
of their fpecies !

Kings of the earth !—who have furled with exulting triumph
your flandards, crimfon’d in fellow-creatures' blood \—mighty
conquerors '—who have proudly built your fame on wide-{pread
ruin, and fearful devaftation ! —how doth your falfe honour
fade, and fink into darknefs and obfcurity, before the cver-
living lufire of 7fer genuine glory—thofe fathers, friends, and
benefultors of mankind—thofe true heroes, who, like their juft
emblem, the Sun, have perpetually diftufed life, blefling, be-

neficence; have exifted only to inftruct, improve, and hu-
manize the world!

Thele—Iluflrious Hearers! are the inen, whoth we exult to
call BReTuREN : and of this truly honourable fraternity it is,

that Masoxry, throvghout all ages, hath been compofed : an
B 2 inﬂitutiorj,



infitution,—not, o
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the izuoront and wrafrudled vamly fuppole,
ooodid on rmacacn T omigiery, and fupported by mcre good-

L]
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oo grisc—but ¢ an nfintztin tounled oo oeternal Reafon and

“ [1 vy wheie deep balis is the crvrisation of manlkind ; and
o hge averlatling giory 1to1s, to have the inunoveable fup-
“ portof thole two mishty pillars, Sovence, and Moralizy 17

In preof of what I advance, permit me joit to touch, with
a rafling penul,—ac the frme,—not as the unlimited neture of
gy fulyecly will admic,—juft to touch upon—(1.) the An-
T:eUITY;—(2.) the Exuix1:—(3.) the CoMPREHENSIVE-
neos;—7g) the Excepcence and Urinity of our Royal
~ir1; of whole daily-advancing pregrefs, highly-flounithing flare,
ara urgueitionable mersf, who can doubt a moment—that be-
holds thisfplendid Epirice; that confiders this lovely, honour-
atle, and illufirious affemblage:

1. And permit me to obferve, that the brightelt titles
{uffer no diminution of luftre; nay, that Noebdiry itlelf de-
rives diftin@ion, from the f{upport and countenance of an in-
ftitution {o venerable. l'or, if ANTIQUITY merits our atien-
tion, and demands our reverence,—where will the fociety
be found, that hath an equal claim ?— AMafous are well in-
formed from their own private and Interior records, that the
huilding of Sofomon’s Temple s an important xra, from whence
they derive many my:'cries of their art. Now, be it remem-
bered, that this great event tcok place above « tbazgﬁz;m' years
before the Chriflian ara; and confequently more than a century
before loricr, the firft of the Grecian pocts, wrote ; and above

fue centuries before Pyrhagsras * brought from the Eaft his

* See Duaciec’s Life of Pytlegeras. '
{ublime
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fablime {yflem of #ruly mafonic inftrucion, to illuminate our
Weftern world.

But, remote as is this period, we date not from thence the
commencement of our Art, For though it might owe to the
wife and glorious King of l{rael fome of its many mytic forms
and hieroglyphic ceremonties, yet certainly the Art 1tfelf is coeval
with Alon, the great fubject of it,  Nay, 1t may be well filed
cocval with Creation ; when the Severeien ARcHITECT raifed on
mafonic principles this beauteous globe ;—and commanded that
meflcr-feionce Geametry to lay the rule to the planetary world, and
to regulate by its laws the whole ftupendous fyftem, injuft un--
crring proportion rolling round the central Sux /

2. And as BMafiury 1s of this remote antiguity, fo is it, Exrers.
as might reafonably be imagined, of boundlefs ExtenT.
We trace its footlteps in the moft diftant, the moft remote
ages and nations of the world, We find it amengf(t the firft
and molt celebrated crvilizers of the Eoff #: we deduce it re-

* ¢ Thebeauty and fertility of thofe climes [the Eaftern],” fays Abbé Reynall,
‘“ hath ever engendered a molt numcrous race of people, as well as abundance
¢ of fruits of all kinds,  TVhere, laws and arts, the offspring of yenius and

“ tranquillity, have arifea from the fettled flaze of goverament 3 and luxury,
the parent of every enjoyment that attends induftry, has {prung out of the
“ richnels of the fod.  India, China, Perfla, and Egypt, were in polleflion
““ not only of all the Rores of nature, but alfo of the moft brilliant inventions of
“art.  War has fiequently obluerated every monument of eeutus 10 thele parts, .
““ but they revive again out of their own ruins, as well as mankind,  Not un-
hike tholz laborious fwarms wefee perifh in their hives by the wintry blafk of
the northy and which reproduce themfelves in fpring 5 retaininz fill the
¢« famc love of toil and order.  There are certain Afiatic nations, which have
“ {bll prefeived the ants of Juxury with their materials, notwithitanding the
“ ncurhons and conquells of the Tartais,” Vol iv, p. 43,

14
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cularly, from the frfl aftronsiners on the plains of Cheldea, to
the wile and myfuc kinzs =nd pricits of Egypt # ;—the fages of
Girecce, the philofophe sor Roime:—nay, and even to the rude and
Gothic butiiois of a d..;k nd degenerate age; whofe vaft cemples
fill remain amono.t v, as monenwents of therr attachment to
the Mafone Arts, and 2s high proofs ot a taite, which, however

irregular, muft always be citeemed awlul and venerable +.

In truth, in no eiviized age or country hath Mafinry been
negle@ed : the moft illuftrious charadters,— kings and nobles,
—fages and leaiflators, — aothors and artifls,—have thought
it their glory to protedt and to honour 1t,—And, at the
prefent hour, while we find the Brotherbood fuccefsfully efta-
blifhed in every kingdom of the earth, we are happy to rank
in that hit many names, which do honour to their own,—
would have done honour to any, age. To enamerate them would
be = tafk abundantly pleafing; but the time allows me not.
It would, however, be inexcufable to omit particularifing that
Hers-King, that bright and northern {tar, whom the admiring

world allows to De onc of the grcatcﬁ priI]Cf.'F, and oi whom
we may juftly boait as one of the firft and moft diftinguifhed

friends and lovers of our .li# ! T—that ancient, honourable .45,

for

** The rega! 2nd facerdotal offices, in the ancient world, were frequen:ly

united; Veihizodec was king and prielt; and Virgil fpeaks of Anius under
the fame charallers:

Rex Anrusy rex idem hemirum Plabigue facerdess fHin, 1ii. 8o.

+ So Abbe Reyna// obferves,—¢ The Gothic ages have left us fome monu-
¢t ments, the boldnefs 2nd majelly of which {till ftrike the eye amidft the ruins

s¢ of tafte and clegance.” P. 26.

1 I cannot with-hold from my Reader the following eulogium on the King
of Pruflia, by the hiftorian fo oficn quoied, and whofe work alone would con-

9 fer
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for whofc promotion and dignity J.ODGES are opened in every

quartcr of the globe.—For I cannot but remark with peculiar
pleafure, that in whatfoever elfe men may difpute and difagree,

yet they are all unanimous to refpet and to fupport a fingu-
larly amiable inftitution ; which annihilates all parties; conciliates

all private opinions; and renders thofe who by thetr Almighty
Fathicr were made of ene blood, to be alfo of one heart and one

mind; BRETHRIN, bound, firmly bound toge:her by that in-

diffoluble tic—* the love of their Gop, and the love of their
“ Niud,”

7. This alone might well be judged a fufficient reafon for the
extent, and, if we may fo fay, wmverfality of the Craft., But,
when to this we farther add, the CompREUENSIVENESS of the
inftitution, and the vaft circle of arts and fcences which it takes

iny we fhall no longer wonder at that exzent ; but be fatisfied,

fer immortality,  * The King of Pruffia alone hath invented a new method of
¢« difciplining armies, of heading battles, and of gaining vi@orics.  This
prince, who would have been better ferved by another pation, and certainly

better commended than he could poflibly be by his own ; who hath not had,
fince Alexunder, his equal in hiltory, for extent and varicty of talents;
who, without heving been himfdf formed by Grecks, hath been able to
form Lacediemonians 3 he, in a word, who hath deferved, beyond all others,
that hts name fhould be recotded in his age, as a diftinQion VYIng in sreat-
neis with thofe of the finelt azes of the world: this fame King of Praflia
hath tota'ly changed the principles of war, by ziving in fome mealure to the
lecs an advantace over the arn. 5 that is to fay, that by the rapidity of his
cvolutions, and the cclerity of his marches, he hath always excelied his

enemies, even when be hath not conquered them.  All the nations of Ey-
rope bave been obliged to imitate his cxamgle, 1 order not to
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¢« fubmit to him, e will anrly the g!nr}f, fince it ts ore, of |

the art of war to a degree of pufellion, from which, fortunate
‘“ but degencrate.” P, 452,
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¥y it cannaot

L&

¢ That

Coxrre-
HENSIVE®
MErSe



** Trat Maco:zy muflt and wiil always keep pace, and run
¢ parailel vwoith the culiure and cresfizafon of mankind,”  Nay,
voe muay proseunce, with finict truth, That where Alafoniy is
not, nizarse will never be found.—And {o m falt it sppears:

for, in /Zvoes ceuntries, and barbarous climes, ~— wherc opera-

tive Mg ry never lays the /o, nor fretches the comfofs ;—where
1

1
t
&

iivl Ao lie lare never plans the dsire, norreais the weil-or-

dered o-/uiai j—on thofe benighted realms,; hberal Science never
fmkes, nor dees ingenuous Art exalt, rehae, embellifh, and

often the nand 7!
Lug, vive S1asoNry once to exert her heaven-deicended ta-

fonts, oven i realms bke thofe ;—let her rear the dwelling,

cad texch the L,-i't-: temple to emulate the clouds ;——fee what
2 tram of Arts immediately enter, and join, i ameple e, to
Tive ter patren . relitoct s ;‘mp!ctmn :md clory - .—-—Lo.!

ot tocir head Eﬁnﬂf'ff:’rc with his anmmatine chifiel bids the

U

=
g

¢ breathe '—See P:”;rfﬂ" Wit ]1 his vivid }‘”]-....ll

{teal

* Oud's fameus line s we'l known, and become, as it were, fuch a ge-

IO | SRR

L e

B ahiom, thot 1t s fearce needtud even to hint at i,

j-t‘-i- n o s : "" : r-: ;'-‘
i Er-l-lrl—-'} - -'.Il--.-l :! L LI

1 ¢ The Genins,” {33 Aot o Yevnud, ¢¢ which prcﬁdcs over Defion railed

@ oo of thefe arts at once; I mcan Archite@ure, deulpiure, 2nd Painting,
schuelture, o wiith conventinoe of stieir avgulated thole proporiions of

‘o L rmeny that contribute to eive plecture to the eye ;. Sculpture, which fat-

¢t ters princes, zand is the reward of crcatmen; aud Pundngz, which peipe-

Lh

i opuates the remet prance of noble actions, and the indanc s of = uual love,

Anld freaking of the unten and dopendance of the aris and manufaciures, he
coes en, *¢ Mzrufactures contrbute to the advascoment of Laowlodoe and of

[

¢ the {aiences. The torch of nduftiy ferves at once to eniv:hten a vafl ho-
o rizond.  INoart b finzler the rezter part of them have tier forms, modes,
¢oanitremcnts, ond ciementsy n common.  The mechanics themfd. os fnve
“* coatniduitd picdistoisly to extead the fiudy of mathimatics,  Every branch

g ¢ of
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{leal Nature’s fairelt tints, while the_glowing canvas flarts

L™

beneath Jus touch into beauty and hife!—See the leng labours
of the loom; the ftoried tapefiry, and the rich wrought filk,
employed to decorate the haoitution which cvery art and every
excrtion of the manufacturer and mechanic are bufied to com-
plcte.

But not the wmaeaual arts alone attend: hark!—through
the finifhed dome divine Afzfie pours her {oul-commanding
founas; with her artfal hand and fincly-varied tenes fweetly
cnforcing the lefty and inliruéiive leflons of  heaven-born
Pocfy ! —venich, winlt ie wraps thedelighted mind in deep con-
templatien, pgives birth and being to thofe fage, thofe v/,
thofe Lgiflative and moral plans ;—or, in one word, to a/l that
rowid of fpeculetive Maf.uiy, which fecures, adorns, and dig-
nifics fociety ; and reprefents in firong contraft the favase, and

the c/oidsed man &

Thus

t¢ of the gencalogical tree of fcience has unfolded itfelf with the progrefs of the
¢ arts and handicrafts,  Mines, mills, cleth-works, dying, have enlarged the
¢t {phere of philofophy and natural biftory.  Luxury has given rife to the art
¢t of tnjoyment, which is entitely dependant on the liberal arts. As foon as
« Architeflure admits of ornaments without, it brings with it decorations for
“¢ the infide of our houfes; while Sculpture and Painting arc at the (ame time
<t at work for the embellifhment and adorning of the ediice. T'ke art ot De-
“ firn s employed 1n our drefs and furniture, The pencily cver fertile in
‘¢ povelty, is varying without cnd its fketches and fhades on our fluffs and our
¢ porcciain,  The powers of genivs are exerted in compofing at leilure mafter-
¢ pieces of poetry and cloquence, or thofe happy fyllems of policy and phila-
““ fophy, which reftore to the people their natwal rights, and to fovereigns
¢ all therr glory, which confifts in reipning over he heart and the mind, over

¢t the opinion and will of their fubjedls, by the means of reafon and cquity.”
P. 492,
* See the hiftories of the Savapes in Awmerica, Kamfchatza, Greenland, &c.

The ingemous Author of Tie Vicw of the internal Evidence of the Chriftian Reli-
C giom,
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Thus compredenfive 15 %he noble Art we boaft; and fuch
2re the triumphs of Ldrchizellure alone, m wboje ample grafp
ate contained fuch numberlefs benefits to human nature, and
which may juilly be deemed the peculiar and favourite child of ci-
vilization, as well as the unerring mark and criterion of that civi-
Lhizition, and of the progrefs of the fine arts in every ftate.
—Were I to procced—or had [ atfumed for my proof that won-
derful, all-informing fcience on which Mafonry 1s built; nay,
and which,—proud Miftrefs of Arts I—iflues forth her command-
ing laws not only to thofe arts, but even to nafurc—even to na-

tere’'s ampleft round—the folar fyflem itfelf :—had Geometry
been my theme—the time would have failed me to have re-

counted even a part of that comprehenfive extent and reach of
inftruction ;—that inexhaufted fund of information and know-
ledge, of improvement and advantage, which it tmparts to its

ftudious votaries. Happy votaries,—adepts in true Mafonry, —
ever the zcalous and moft ardent admirers of natural and

merzl beanty ! for they are efpecially fenfible of the beantics of
that wor/d, which, amongft the intelligent Greeks, knew no
other name. And well indeed might it be ftyled Korpos, eflen-
tial “ BEavuTy,”—for 1t excels, at once, in all the regularity of
order, the exaltnels of proportion, the glow of colouring, the

Oy
force of expreflion, and the ftrength of defign.

gizn (to whom I am happy in an opportunity to pay my feeble tribute of thanks
for his ufeful, well-timed, and irrefragable work) obferves, ¢ That if we turn

* our eyesto thofe remote regions of the globc, to which fupernatural affiftance
‘¢ has never yet extended, we fhall there {ee men, endued with femfe, and rea-
¢ {on, not anferior to our own, fo farfrom being capable of forming fyftems of

¢ religion and morality, that they are at this day tatally unable to make a nail or a
batch:t I—From whence we may furely be convinced, that reafon alone is fo
far from being fufficient to offer to mankind a perfeél religion, that it has
pever yet been able 1o kad them to any degree of culture or civilization 17

P. 116, &c.
O

11
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4. But future and more extenfive difcuflions of this high and Excrinence
entertaining theme may one day, perhaps, through your honour- od Use.
able {anction, happily engage my pen *. For the prefent,—after
what hath been already advanced, can any man doubt a moment
of « the ExXCELLENCE and uTILITY of Masonry,” thus deep
in antiquity, boundlefs in extent, and univerfal in 1ts com-
prehenfion of fcience, operative and fpeculative: thus, in its

wide bofom, embracing at once the whole circle of Arts and
Morals ?

To attempt its encomium (particularly after what has been

already fo ably, fo elegantly, advanced by my worthy bro-
ther ) would be ¢ waltetul and {uperfluous excefs;” would be,

in the fine language of our firft and {ublimelt of Bards,

¢ To gild refined gold, to paint the lily,

““« To throw a perfume on the violet ;

«“ To {mooth the ice; to add another hue
¢ Unto the rainbow ; or, with taper-light

““ To feek the beauteous eye of Heav'n to garnifh.”

For who, in this polifhed, this improving age, is infenfible of
the attraction, the excellence, the utility of the Fine Arts, the
Liberal Sciences £ ? Who in this peculiarly humane and philan-

thropic
* See the Propofals at the End,

+ Mr. HeseLTiINg, the Grand Secretary, whofe Exerdium was not more ele-
gant and inftructive, than ably and cloquently delivered,
t It is a pleafure to remark, that while our ccuntry has equalled Rome in arms,

fhe is every day advancing, and we trult will rival Greece in Arts ;~—fo that Vira

g!l’s fine compliment to both thefe countries, we may hope, will be completcly
applicable to her;

¢ 2 Y Excudent
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throiic wra, 19 coid to the call of nENTVOLENGE,—that never
- cEr e ook s T Devepor (1603113 sATIG - ‘}"’H* e 'Hr
. end oa - I I { - a i llabL.;LJLﬁ L.I‘..S :"_1. s o I.] M I. I.‘LL ul ij
- a - + - s = - - .

- coriomoir s shitae, woach n one thort and catyv word, s
o e Lo el i f}‘, comprizes all duty, and con-
{omiaotes the reund of:' ticral perfedtion,

fndeod, the cedebrated Ealogy which Cicero vaffcin on

L _ , .. ,
Chiiod shes oy with equal propriety be applied to Masoyry,

-

duie eradind and ripndy underttood. Ior in that view, it

i1 be fuund eminontly ¢ the improvement of youin, ard the

of old ace. The ornament of profpcmy, the refuge

ot
and fulace of adverfe hours: it pleages at home; 15 no in-
¢ abrocd: it ledzes with us; travels with us; and
(umorance aonroadss itoica 'LS Wilil 15 ; raveis wilil us; an
2dds amuiement and pleafure to our rural retirement .7
'I L ]
With
¢ U epdene 2in {irante moilius 2ra
¢ Creno cqumdem, vivos ducent de mzrmore vultus ;
« (Orzbunt cautas medius, ceclique meatas
<t [I . ricent radio, & furzentia ildera dicent:
¢ [urocore impaio populos, Remane, memento!
LI f..b} (runt arlos 3 PRt 1MPONCIC G10ICNT,
oot 1.1'1"':.5.!..15.‘:, N debeiiale i‘up:rbus.
A, vie 847,
Ttz . : T 1.y =Y - P ~ 4 b - 1 3 + F
3 :_an Ht:-f:-] 10 Lits s IR ll . ﬁ";T')’ fl;l:ﬂ}'xlng O }:ﬂglﬂnd, {;1) Sy ce ThE’
double praife which was of od given to two great nations, that ltalie could
not be put dow: ¢ fur srmas, nor Greeee for learning, 1s happily met in our one
Iand. Tho suertore that crofs the feas to Bl their braine, doe but travell
northward for koot and £ cle thztcandle which they carry intheir bande,”

4 ¢ Hee fludiz cdollizuniamaiung, fincllutem ol l Sent; fecundas res ornant;
adveifis perfugiem ac felztium preetent; dedectant & e non inpediunt forasg

perncdtznt nocucum s peregnnanter; ruflicantur.”  And fo allo it uvius, in

bos Preface, po 1e. foziy obitnves, ¢ Dedtum (bac i feientia) folum cx omni-

¢ bus,



wWith heart-felt zcal and fincerity, allow me then, right
noble and worthy Drethren, to congratulate you on the advance-
ment, the progrefs, and prefent fate of our ufeful, excellent,
antique, and nay(tic Lore! more particularly allow me to con-
gratulate you, on this great and {eftive day ; on this folemn pE-
prearion with high pompand fong, of an enirice, which doces
equal credit to 1ts archite&@, and to the craft; and which pro-
mifes a long line of flability and glory to Malonry, 1w this its
favourite land !

And while by our {incere goed-noill and friendly regard each for
the other ;—while by our liberal and merciful rolief of the
Drethren in diftrefs ;—while by the eflabifiment of an univerfal
language and communication, for the attainment of thofe two
important purpofes throughout the earth, under the feal of moit
facred andinviclable fecref ,—whilll thus, we feem to have amply
provided for the interelts of sEnrvoLENCE : fo let us, by every
method, and by cvery encouracement n our power, court the
LIBERAL ARTS to come and dwell amonglt us: let the means of
their cultivation ad improvement be the frequent fubje& of
our beft and wmoft ferious difquifttions: let us endeavour to
hold forth every engaging allurement, that they may approach
and apply their clegant and woender-working fingers, to finifh
the Veauties of this well-ordered dome ; and to make 1t, what
we wifh, the dilinguifhed refidence of immortal Masonny!

An xra, which cannot be far diftant: for the magnificence of
our building, in {u fhort a period, thus ;&ronderfully grown up
before us, {peaks in emphatic language, at once the zeal and

¢ hus, neque in alicnis locis perenrinum efle, neque, amifiis familiaribus & ne-
¢ ceflariis, inopem amicorum 3 fed in omni civitate civem cenferty adverfofque

‘¢ fortunz cafus pofle defpicere,” Vitruy, Prafat, L, vi.

7 the
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the ability of its friends ; and ftimulates,—with a force far be-
yond all the eloquence of the moft perfuafiveorator ;—{timulates
every noble heart to a gallant emulation, and muft infpire a

with to contribute towards the perfetion of fo beautiful and
clecant a defizn.

Nor can the brilliant and generous example of that illuflrious
NupLEMAN, who fo honourably prefides over us, want its due
efte& ;—a Nobleman,—you, my Brethren, all agree with me—
not more d:ftinguithed as a Mafon than as a Man ! whofe love of

liberal Arts, and whofe regard for moral virtue, are not confin-

ed to the Lodge, but accompany and adorn him 1n all the
walks of life! Under fuch aufpices may the Craft reft happy
and fccure, and flourifh for ever as the Palm /—and may this
Havr, awefully dedicated to Mafonry, to Virtue, to Benevolence *,
fhll and for ever bekold each ennobling {cience, each ingenuous
Art, {mile and triumph, foften and civilize beneath its roof '—
May private friendfhip and public virtue dignify and diftin-
guith the heart and charater of every Mafon, who here fhall
form and fill the inyftic Lodge !

And when the facred folemn rites are done, when feftive
hilanity affumes his focial feat, may decent politenefs, and
{weetly {miling innccence, for ever wreathe the chaplet for his
brow, crown his 4s7v/, and command his fong !

And while, amidft the fcientific labours of the Lodge, elevat-
cd fchemes of improving Art engage and enrapture our Minds;
while holy and ancient myfleries warm the imagination with im-
provement’s kindred glow :—while in the mournful inveftiga-
uon of a Brother’s wants pleading pity melts our eye, and ge-
nerous compaffion {wells the feeling breaft:—while amidft the
chearful exertions of inoffenfive mirth, of hcart-cnlarging,

* Nee the Ceremonial of Dedrcation,

friendly
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friendly communication,—refle¢tion fhall be enabled to look
back with pleafure, and impartial confcience fhall find nothing

to difapprove: then, my Brethren, may we, with comfort and
with confidence, lift up our adoring hearts : —

“AnD WEDOLIFT THEM UP To 1 hee,Great Nature's adorable
and wonderous Geometrician ! Almighty Parent of the World !
wile Former of Man ! imploring on this, and on all our other
laudable undertakings, thy favour, thy blefling, thy aid, without

which, vain and fruitlefs are all the efforts of feeble men ! —
"Tis from Thee, beneficent Founder of our frame, that we have
recetved, the beart to feel ; the band to labour; the ¢ye to be-
hold; the ear to hear; the fongue to proclaim; and all the fa-
culties which make us fufeeptible of moral, partakers of natural
good l.—Teach us, then, to delight in them, to improve them
as thy blefling ; and through the beauty, order, and excellence
of created things, to view, contemplate and adore thy uncreated
excellence and beauty !

Formed as thy Temple, and enriched with the ernaments of
thy creative wifdom,—confummate Archite of thy mafter build-
ing, Man !—we look up to Thee, to infpire us with underftand-
ing, with fcience, with virtue, with all which can dignify, refine,
and exalt our nature, and render the temple at leaft not wholly un-
worthy of its facred inhabitant !—To this end, dire&t us to make

the BLEsSED vOLUME of thy inftrutive wifdom, the never-erring
Sfquare to regulate our condut +; the compafs within whofe

t+ Shakefpeare—that all comprchending genius,—in his play of Autony and Cleo-

patra puts a {peech into the mouth of Antony, Ak i1, Scene 3. which plainly
thews that immortal Bard was one of our Brethren:
« My Ofavia,
¢« Read not my blemifhes in the world’s report,
¢¢ | have not kept my fquare; but that tacome

¢¢ Shall all be done by rule.” -
circle
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crcde we fhall ever walk with fafety and with peacc; the infal-
libie pmab-fone and crniterien of reéhitude ana truth ! Enable us
to 1:: up every Iphere of dutw. with exa&aefs and honour; and
by our amizlle attention to 2il the fweet end blctled ofhices, the
endens: ﬂa charitics of fecral lite o particolar, teach us to win
the ico2 of thofe who unite in thofe tender ciiives with us: and

as panens, hufbands friends,—as worthy o and worthy .r'Lzr-
o=t antgeor aad cnale the prodciiion which we boatt ]

Aty while throe o thy boustv—rich Difpenfer of every

b'efitn o l—our cups o'erflow with plentocufndds, and wiie, and

+ -1 71 . : Tro- ) ;1-”."“" L I ] 1 L ja a0 1'~-.---~~--1'- ¥ - .r"'.'_‘ e B 1% _{-" 11
TNy Lat Loy ol aha GACCT GUT CoLTes ¢ Wty LAY Gurl 1d

- L

Bozrts pover o¢ Wadithy 1 gragia

thon g to Thee; m hiberal fentimenis and teecour towards

=

and 10 e voeice of

.
.

cvery Jaudablie undertaning; 1 the cuickedt fenfibiiity, and
read 11‘1.:1:.1 we can give to tlhe woees and diflrefles ¢f our
fl—iin-;: creatures—of a maulind ;—ot cvery ez, Univerfal
Ford! who bears thy image, and looks up to thy providence ;
w0 15 fen by t]l_‘f hand, bLores for thy duture and all com-

prehending mercy, and can and wili triumph nily unite with us,

—voith the gcncr.ﬂ veice of Mofius and of Aler,—eaineflly and
empaatically faymg,
c« Fatherof All! in cvery age
In every clin.c ador'd;
¢« By Saint, by Savage, and by Suce,
Jehovah, Jove, or Lord!
““ To T/ce, whofe temple 1s all fpace,
Whofe altar, earth, fea, tkies;
““ One chorus let all Being raife,
o All Nature's incenfe rife!”

o E C[Llf: C"r?:llﬂl {Dl [hL .L)E.Ii 1'1 e

r
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ADVERTISEMENT,

¥ T is on all hends agreed, that < zhe pirofer fludy of sankind
2 g Muz:” To which Historvy—on many other accounts
nleating and profitable—1s umiverfally recommended, as condu-
cive in an efpecial manner.  For from s7, as from an eminence,
We may Lmlu.ly contcmplate Luman nature, paiimg, as it were,

in filent, folemnreview before us ; and may furvey and examine
thcfe various and mighty revolutions which have befallen the
cdirierent inhabitants of our globe :—a profpect, which we are
led to take by a kind of natural curiofity, an innate delire to.
know, who were our predeceflors on that globe, and what were
the actions and cvents which have dignified and dittinguifhed
their Lives and characters.

But however pleafant and ufeful this review in many re-
fp=&s, I caonot but confefs myfelf to have been often dif-
5 1F01nted and genera]ly difgufted, when I have taken it. For
IiistTory—1t muft be owned in 1ts ufual pqlnt111g-—rcprcfents

sot Auman nature on the favousable fide : Unfortunately we find
1t,



ADVERTISEMENT,

t, for the molt part, a detail of the worflt human paffions—
of ambition — lufl—and gvarice—ftruggling for the maftery ;
trampling, in their mad contefts, on rites the moft facred and

focial; and f{preadinz devaftation, horror and difirefs on the
wretched human race, under the conduct of a fet of mifcreants ;
who, {creened beneath the flattering and deceitful titles of heroes
and conquerors, have been in general the fcourge and dif-
grace of t}‘cu [pecies.

Amidft the confufed and blcod-{tained fcene of their ruinous
atchicvements, it 1s but fcldom that we get a peep at thofe
bhapprer and nobler ferv, who have cultivated and encouraged the
generous arts of humamty and peace; who have lived but to
blefs and benefit their fellow-creatures; and who feem to have
been born--ﬁlgts—leglﬂawrs-—cmllzers—-—philofbphtrs,-—to wipe
oft that opprobrium, which delpicable Zings and delolating con-
qgucrors have too jullly drawn upon their kind. Were /u/i’ory

replete with the filent glories and varied improvements of fuch
truly venerable perﬁmarrc'b, what fatisfaction, what perpetual -

advantage would it impart! That it is not,—while every page
15 crimfoned with battles and bloed—who can fal to admire !
who can withhold furprize, that amid({t that varicty of bifls-
rical records, wherewith ancient and modern tiines have abound-
ed, no writer—{limulated by the fpirit of philanthropy,—
fh-uld have ftood forth the Chan;ion, vindicator and hiftorian,
of < focral, civilized many” the calm and candid reviewer of
puman nafure, In 1ts peaceful filent progrefs, through every ftage
of improvement, to high perfetion in morals, and in arts;
or in one word, n all the diftinguithed bleflings of cultivated
life l—a work, which,—~however to be withed—remains yet
amongft the defiderata of literature.

That the Work, now propofed to the Public, will come up
to thus idea, and folly anfwer this defcription, is what we dare
not prel'umc to affirm: the utmolt which may be promiied,
and which 15 here very hnccrc]y promnifed, is, that nothing fhall
be omitted, which astention and jfdelity can ffe@, to render it
adequate to the defign; agreeable, and complete in the exccu-
tion,—1In the courfe of my reading for many years, I have had
a conftant eye to an undertaking of this kind; and though I

have




ADVERTISEMENT.

have frcquently mentioned it in converfation with my literary
friencs ; mour‘*h I had the flatiering and concurrent {entmments
of conz cf the firlt mafiers of human nature refpecting 1t:—
vet it alwavs wasrather my hooe and my wifh, that fome able
and mgenuous perfon would be'rouzed at length 1o undertake i,
than at any ume my purpole to attempt 1t nylclf—N or {hould
[ have been mduud to undertake 1t, I am fully perfoaded,
had I not become a Alember of ¢ 1]1*11: ancient and honourable
Society,” wiofe Hll wory and Infiitutions immediately confirmed
me in my pre-conceived ideas, and fixed my refolution to em-
bark in the attempt, with a zealous defire and fincere wifh at
orce to do credit—if I might—to fo noble an inititution:—and
much farther {hill, to contribute fomething toward the general
information and mnprovement of my countrymen, by opening
to their view, at once the moft clcmtmg the moft dclwhtful
and the moft infpiriting profpect of mankind.

But let me be allowed to obferve, that thoughMasons, as pe-
culiarly the gatrons of fewence, and the fricads of morality, will
confider tlemiclves eminently interefted in a work of this
Lind; vyet 1t muft, it will be cfleemed, as a work in
whichh we are ail alike interefied as Mewn: for none but the
ﬁup:dI) iznorant, or grofsiy abandoned, can be devoid of the

andable curtofity, to behold as in a frlafs, —luman nature—de-
piﬂcd in its fairefl form ; and to conrcmphtc thofe amiable and
worthy orpaments of that nature, whofe fhining lives have been
{pent in one continued effort to polifh, cmhzc, and blefs their
fcllow-crectures,

-_—
._..-— -

Hecklifie, PR
Aua, 1. 1770, Lok S

WILLIAM DODD.
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